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Q& A WITH THE COMMAND CHIEF:

GETTING TO KNOW THE WING’S SENIOR ENLISTED LEADERS

Chief Master Sgt. James Nudd assumed the position of command chief of the 442nd Fighter
Wing, June 1. He was a reservist in the 442nd Safety Office in 2009 and 2010.

Mohawk: Why did you want to
return to the 442nd as command
chief?

Nudd: When I left the 442nd

a few years ago, I looked for
other opportunities within (Air
Force Reserve Command.) I
didn’t believe I'd ever have the
chance to return home to where
I made so many great friends
and confidants, but when I saw
the command chief position
available, I jumped on it. The
442nd was the best assignment
in my career, and I'm extremely
excited to know I will have the
opportunity to finish that ca-
reer here with some of my best
friends and colleagues -- and of
course -- the A-10!

Mohawk: What do you think you
can offer to the wing?

Nudd: I believe with my diverse
background and various joint
and associate-unit assignments,
I will bring the knowledge and
experience to the table to en-
sure the wing is ready for future
taskings and mission changes

in these areas. Preserving our
identity and ensuring our vi-
ability in tomorrow’s Air Force
will be key and one of my main
focus areas.

Mohawk: What core value have
you experienced the most, and
how has it shaped your view on
life?

Nudd: The Air Force core val-
ues have really help guide me
through my early military years
and career especially when I
was that young know-it-all bul-
letproof

Airman. A wise old chief pulled
me aside one day and enlight-
ened me on the

Air Force core values and how
they would not only benefit my
military career

but my personal life as well. It
wasn't long after that meeting
that I

realized that the core values re-
ally weren’t anything more than
what my

parents and other mentors had
been trying to instill in me my

whole life, and

they really boil down to just
doing the right things, doing
them well and

being a better person. Of
these three I would say Integ-
rity First is the one

that’s helped guide me and
made the most impact on my
career as I discovered

on several occasions people
really come to respect the
people they can trust

and typically that trust is based
on one’s integrity.

Mohawk: What do you foresee
as the biggest challenge for the
wing and how can you help?
Nudd: I have been away from
the 442nd for nearly two years
-- but from what I know, one of

our challenges will be resources.

We have to ensure the 442nd
has the resources it needs to
recruit, equip and train our
forces through these budgetary
challenges that were currently
experiencing. We also have

to ensure our facilities and

The above photo was taken when (then Senior Master Sgt.) Nudd was
selected, Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the 442nd FW for 2009.

equipment are maintained and
modern to meet the needs of
our personnel and our mission.
These things are key to ensur-
ing we are both a combat-ready
and viable force. My first plan is
to ensure my visions and goals
are aligned with the rest of wing
leadership, and when the op-
portunity presents itself, ensure
our elected leadership is aware
of our needs and requirements,
that we have solid and realistic
financial plans, and that proj-
ects are in place to sustain our
wing well into the foreseeable
future.
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