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‘Welcome home’

By Col. Steve Arthur

Welcomehometo all our Air Expeditionary Force
warriors. | am very proud of your accomplishments,
and firmly believe your contributions have improved
the security of our nation and the world. You aptly
demonstrated the Air Force Reserve’s commitment
to asingle team fighting as aunified Air Force.

As we continue with our “welcome home” cel-
ebrations over the next month, | ask you to remember
that the 442nd Fighter Wing still has more than 30
members deployed into combat that require our fo-
cused support.

My thanksto the following membersfor bringing
credit to the 442nd Fighter Wing, and upholding the
great reputation of our people...

e Capt. William McL eod, 442nd Maintenance
Group and hiscivilian employer, Aquilalnc. —2006
Air Force Reserve Command Citizen Airman and
Employer of the Year Award

»  Staff Sgt. Craig Alexander, 442nd Logistics
Readiness Squadron — Vehicle Operations Technical
School Distinguished Graduate

e Airman 1st Class Barry Culbreath, 442nd Mis-
sion Support Flight —Basic Training Honor Gradu-
ate

e 2ndLt. Patrick Chevalier, 442nd FW Military
Equal Opportunity office—AM S Distinguished
Graduate

e Staff Sgt. Dustin Wright and Senior Master Sgt.
Charles Pignotti, 442nd Maintenance Squadron — Ex-
ercise Tiger Award

e Senior Airman JamesVanGilder, 442nd Civil Engi-
neer Squadron — AFRC Human Resources Develop-
ment Council First Term Airman’s Panel

* Senior Master Sgt. Rodney Kennedy, 442nd LRS
—442nd Fighter Wing Semi-Annual Senior NCO

e Staff Sgt. Van Swearingin, 442nd Security Forces
Squadron — 442nd Fighter Wing NCO of the Quarter
e Senior Airman Bradley McCurdy, 442nd CES—
442nd Fighter Wing Airman of the Quarter
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Col. Steve Arthur

We have many challenges ahead. The leadership of the
442ndisworkingto
* establishatimelinefor conversionto 24 primary aircraft
assigned
* preparefor Unit Compliance Inspection
* incorporate new guidance for accomplishing an Opera-
tion Readiness Inspection
* and continue current modificationsto our A-10s.

All the above do not override our primary responsibility
to be prepared for battle. Therole of thereservist has changed
dramatically over the last five years. We are no longer a
“force in reserve.” Please help me insure that we maintain
the correct priorities aswe execute this busy schedule. Thank
you.
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SEnior AIRMAN JEssica R. OTREMBA

442np Locrstics READINESS SQUADRON

Thismonth’s 442nd Fighter Wing Tip of the Spear is Senior
Airman JessicaR. Otremba, a442nd L ogistics Readiness Squadron
Command Support Staff Administration Clerk.

A model Airman, sheimmediately became a huge asset to the unit
during thewing'sAir Expeditionary Force commitment. With seven AEF rotationsin
four months, she provided valuable administrative support to the 442nd L RS by pro-
cessing more than 200 deploying personnel, working on squadron training and
scheduling, aswell as other administrative items. She also volunteered to work for
the family support office and was instrumental with letters sent to the deployed
members familiesand newcomers. She assembled more than 375 packets of books
and materialsfor deployed personnel’s children, and wel come home and newcomers
packets. She isworking with the Family Day Committee setting up and coordinating
Operation Home Front Hero involving achildren’s deployment linefor 150 children.
She designed and made the children’s and family support volunteer line badges.

Airman Otrembademonstrated extreme efficiency by assisting withtheentire
orders preparation process for more than 380 wing members. She logged hundreds of
order requests organizing them for quick filing and retrieval. With minimal training
and little supervision, she assisted employment and rel ocations with many basic mili-
tary training and technical school issues performing each job with perfection.

SENIOR MASTER SGT. TiM STORMS

2ND MAINTENANCE SQUADRON
Callthe CQ from on-base at 99-1 (660) 238-7428.
From a local off-base number (i.e,, Concordia,
rrensburg, Sedalia etc.), dial (660) 238-7428. To
/l free from off-base, dial (800) 260-0253 and
press seven after the prompt.

COVER PHOTO: Master Sgt. Tammy
Eddings, 442nd Mission Support
Flight, greets her children after
returning from an OEF deployment.
See more on pages six through nine
(Photo by Master Sgt. Bill Hunting-
ton)
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Thisfunded Air Force Reserve newspaper is an authorized
publication for members of the U.S. military services.

Contents of the Mohawk are not necessarily the official
views of the U.S. Government, the Department of Defense or
the Department of the Air Force.

The editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by
the 442nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office, 931 Arnold Ave.,
Whiteman AFB, MO 65305-5070.

——All.photographsare Air Force photographs unless otherwise
indicated. r

Deadline for article submission is 12:30 p.m. Sunday during
the unit training assembly preceding the desired month of
publication.

CoMMANDER, 442n0 FW
Col. Steve Arthur
CHIEF, PusLic AFFAIRS
Maj. David Kurle
PA NCOIC/Eprror
Master Sgt. Bill Huntington
PA StarF
g Tech. Sgt. Leo Brown
Staff Sgt. Tom Talbert
Staff Sgt. Greg Frost =
For more information, call Public Affairs at commercial voic;a
number: (660) 687-3842 or fax at: (660) 687-2985. DSN:975-3842/
3844, or fax: DSN:975-2985. E-mail submissions jons
to: william huntington@whiteman .af.mil
This newspaperis printe-d'oﬁ'recycled pape._r.
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(US Air Force PHOTO/MASTER SGT BiLL HUNTINGTON)

442nvp WARRIORS

OMAHA, Neb. -- Three 442nd Troop Carrier Group, World at the Strategic Air Command Museum. During World War
War 11, veterans, Clarence Haberman, 305th Troop Carrier II the 442nd flew C-47s similar to this one. The three
Squadron, Jim Payne, 304th TCS and Bill Woehr, 303rd 442nd veterans were among fifty others at the museum
TCS pose in front of a D-day invasion stripe painted C-47 as part of the 442nd TCG 63rd Anniversary Reunion.

IN THE FALL 2006
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Top photo: During weapons familiarization training, Senior Master
Sgt. Rick Heffron, 442nd Security Forces Squadron, trains Tech. Sgt.
Aris Villamayor, 442nd Communications Flight how to operate the
M-2408B 7.62 millimeter light machine gun during the September Unit
Training Assembly.
Above: With attention to detail, Staff Sgt. Talaya Hill, 442nd Mission
Support Flight carefully cleans her weapon following a day of field
training and tactics at the Annual 442nd Mission Support Group
Bivouac.
Right: Tech. Sgt. John Vertreese practices his aim during weapons
familiarization training.
Background photo: Taking cover after being "fired on" by the
"enemy, " Master Sgt. Terry Johnson, 442nd MSF, returns fire during
a tactics exercise taught by members of the 442nd Security Forces
Squadron at the 442nd MSG Bivouac held at Whiteman's "Cobra"”
site on the east side of the base.

‘Photos by Master Sgt. Bill Huntington)
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His family finally gathered around him, Col.
revels in the home coming welcome his fa
Enduring Freedom. Colonel Johnson had bee

Family members anxiously watch a C-17 carrying their loved ones, many

of whom have been deployed for several months, approach Whiteman's Afghanistan following a four-month
aircraft parking area.

deployment, 442nd Fighter Wing A-10
Thunderbolt IIs shut down on
Whiteman's flight line Sept. 23.

Background photo: Home from
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ony Johnson, 442 Operations Group commander,

ily had for him upon his return from Operation ) ) ) )
deployed since May. At the 442nd Fighter Wing homecoming Sept. 23, Tech. Sgt. Jim

Gum, 442nd Maintenance Squadron, embraces his wife, Ginger, while
Master Sgt. Rich OConner rushes to meet his family members.
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A look back at Afghanistan

442nd A-10s surge for summer offensives

By Maj. David Kurle

Editor's note: The following story is
a racap of A-10 operations in Afghani-
stan this past summer.

BAGRAM AIRFIELD,Afghanisan—
Six U.S. and Coalition troops peer out from
aremote position on aridgetop in Af-
ghanistan.

At sunset on the third day of their
vigil, alargeforce of Taliban extremists
carrying heavy machine guns and rocket-
propelled grenades surround and pin
down the team.

By design, anAir Forcejoint tactical
air controller iswith theteam. Hisjobisto
direct strike aircraft to targets on the
ground.

The situation on theridge line is des-
perate until an Air Force pilot flying an A-
10 Thunderbolt 11 in the vicinity contacts
him.

Helping the A-10 pilot find and target
his attackers on the ground, the JTAC
staysin radio contact, except when forced
to pick up hisweapon and fire at the en-
emy closingin.

TheA-10 and its pilot hammer at the
enemy with bombs and the plane's mas-
sive gun.

“Fifty minutes|ater theremaining en-
emy retreated and (the JTAC) and histeam
walked off that ridge to re-supply and
fight again the next day,” said Lt. Col.
Keith McBride, commander of the 81st
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron deployed
here.

Colonel McBride, anA-10pilot, uses
thisreal-life story to illustrate his point
that the A-10 is saving livesin Afghani-
stan.

“There have been numerous occa-
sions where our troops have been taking
heavy fire and we show up and either our
presence ends the engagement or we em-
ploy against enemy positions and end the
engagement,” said Col. Tony Johnson, the
455th Expeditionary Operations Group
commander and anA-10 pilot himself.

UP-TEMPO OPERATIONS

Flying hours and the amount of
bombs and bullets used by A-10 pilots
here have increased all summer due to two
offensives by ground forces against the
enemy.

Operations Mountain Lion and
Mountain Thrust flushed Taliban extrem-
ists out of where they normally hole-up,
exposing themto U.S. and Coalition forces
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Proto Y May. Davip KurLe

Capt. Rick Mitchell, an A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot at Bagram Airfield,
Afghanistan’s 81st Expeditionary Fighter Squadron, prepares for a nighttime
combat mission in early August. Captain Mitchell is deployed from the 442nd
Fighter Wing at Whiteman AFB, Mo. The 81st EFS flies combat sorties around
the clock to provide close air support for U.S. and Coalition ground forces in

Afghanistan.

on the ground, who called on A-10 pilots
to provide close air support.

“Theincrease in weapons deliveries
isprimarily because U.S. and Coalition
operations have carried the fight to the
extremists,” said Brig. Gen. Christopher
Miller, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing com-
mander. One of hisjobsisto advise Com-
bined Joint Task Force-76'sU.S. Army
commander on the use of combat aircraft
in Afghanistan.

“Where extremists have attacked the
Afghan people and their infrastructure, we
have helped defend them, and we have
carried the fight to the enemy, to push
them back and reduce their ability to carry
out further attacks,” he said. “ The whole
A-10team, from the Airmen who launch
them to the pilots who fly them, should be
proud. They are saving the lives of Ameri-
cans and many others they don’'t even
know—and in the big picture, they’re en-
abling the security Afghanistan needs to
rebuild into a society where terrorists
can’tflourish.”

TheA-10"sability to precisely hit tar-
getsalso lendsitself well to U.S. forces
engaged in re-building Afghanistan, Colo-
nel Johnson said. Preservation of infra-

structure and limiting damage on the
ground are crucial, since the country of
Afghanistan is not the enemy.

“We're also re-building a country,” he
said. “1 don’t know what other airplane
would be better at this than the A-10.”

WELL surTep To AFGHANISTAN

TheA-10wasoriginally designed
around its 30-mm gun, designated the
GAU-8. Thegunismore of asmall artillery
piece —firing huge bulletsinto target ar-
eas at arate of 65 per second. TheA-10is
the only Air Force aircraft designed spe-
cifically for close air support — providing
firepower for ground troopsin fights with
enemy forces.

If the gun isn’t enough, 11 stations
underneath the plane hold up t016,000
pounds of bombs, missiles and rockets.

“Our weapons effects make a decisive
impact on the battle,” Colonel McBride
said. “Ground forcesrely on our rapid re-
sponse and our pin-point accuracy.”

The GAU-8, withits8-foot, rifled bar-
rels, deliversbulletsat ablistering 3,000-
feet-per-second. When pilots pull the
trigger, they aim using the plane's com-
puter, which takes into account factors
like speed, altitude, the distance from the



Exercrise TiGER
AWARDS

Congressional Medal of Honor
recipient Col. (ret.) Donald Ballard
presents Senior Master Sgt. Mike
Pignotti, 442nd Maintenance
Squadron, a book as part of the
Exercise Tiger Association's "Adopt-a-
Serviceman" Awards cermony
recognition at Columbia, Mo. Sept. 22.
Sergeant Pignotti and Staff Sgt.
Dustin Wright also with the 442nd
MXS, received Adopt-a-Serviceman
awards for military excellence.
Additionally, Col. (ret.) Dewayne
Burgess, former 442nd Maintenance
Group commander, was recognized for
military service achievement.

Other 442nd members recognized at
the banquet included Maj. David Kurle,
for outstanding Public Affairs and
Master Sgt. Larry Washington, 442nd
Mission Support Flight as the
Outstanding Missouri Educator in
Aviation.

target and angle of the plane’'s nose. This
combination of physics and software
make the 30-mm gun onthe A-10 extremely
accurate.

“Just the large amount and type of
weapons theA-10 can carry, combined
with along loiter time over our troops on
the ground, makes up for the lack of or-
ganic, heavy weapons (carried by U.S.
and Coalitionforces),” Colonel McBride
said.

Butit’snot just the A-10"s firepower
that makesit an excellent choicefor sup-
porting Operation Enduring Freedom. The
planeis designed rugged — much like the
mountainous terrain of Afghanistan. To
enable twists and turns through low val-
leys and high peaks, the wings stick
straight out, allowing small, sharp turns.
It'sheavily armored for the benefit of its
pilotsand is built to land and take off from
thewell-worn surface of Bagram’srunway.

TheA-10 combines some of the best
of today’s high-technology Air Force with
asolid, low-tech foundation. The addition
of atargeting and laser-designation pod
was a huge boost to the plane’s capabili-
ties but still no substitute for the pilot’'s
eyeballs.

“Most other aircraft rely heavily on
(electronic) sensorsto find and target the
enemy,” said Capt. Mitchell, 303rd Fighter
Squadron. “In the A-10, it’s not unusual
for apilot to use binoculars.”

When Captain Mitchell flies, his
preparation for the mission is extensive
and can take more time than the actual
combat sortie.

Onceintheair, pilotscanfly to pre-
planned targets or fly in holding patterns
above potential battlefields waiting to
swoop down when ground forces encoun-
ter the enemy.

The Combined Air Operations Center,
in Southwest Asia, generates missions for
Bagram’sA-10s. Thishigh-tech command
center runs air operations for both Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

“We work those guys pretty hard,”
said Royal Air Force Flight Lt. Matthew
Adamson-Drage, afighter controller who
helps assign missions to the A-10s at the
CAOC. “TheA-10sare pretty much the
backbone of (air operationsin Afghani-
stan) because they’re flying al thetime
every day.”

MaInNTENANCE MAGIC

To keeptheA-10infighting form and
meet thissummer’s sweltering pace, the
455th Expeditionary Maintenance Group
had to get creative to keep the aircraft
ready for missions.

Airmeninthe455th Expeditionary
Maintenance Squadron, commanded by
Maj. Tim Coger, work around the clock on
two aircraft at atimein Bagram'sA-10
“phase hangar.” Every 400 flight-hours, an
A-10 requires a thorough inspection of
certain essential parts.

“We'reflying off 400 hours here
faster than we do at home station,” Major
Coger said. “The maintenancetempois
driven by the flying. Since the pilots are
flying the jets more, it has caused usto do
more maintenance.”

And they’re not just keeping aircraft

flying. Maintainers also |oad the weapons
A-10s need to support ground troops.

That's where Master Sgt. Dennis
Peterson, from Spangdahlem AB, comes
in. Heisthe 455th Expeditionary Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron’s chief weapons
loader.

“It's been steady work ever since we
touched down here,” he said. “Rarely a
day goes by when (the A-10s) don’t come
back empty. To seethat airplane come
back empty isthe hallmark of being a
weapons |oader.”

Theload teams at Bagram keep arun-
ning score of the bombs, rockets and bul-
lets used by A-10s since arriving herein
May by posting the tallies on amural
painted next to the group’s lounge to re-
mind Airmen about the gravity of their
mission.

“Our maintenance troops have per-
formed magnificently,” Colonel McBride
said.

The sum of maintenance and flying
efforts enables the A-10 to be an effective
protector of U.S. and Coalition ground
forces on the front lines against extremists
whose goal is to drag Afghanistan back to
the Taliban’s repressive brutality and
again let the country be used as a haven
for terrorists.

“TheA-10isemploying lethal fire-
power when it's needed most by troops
on the ground,” Captain Mitchell said.
“There’s nothing more rewarding to a
close air support pilot than knowing the
firepower you employed just saved the
lives of guys on the ground.”
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Marathon

442nd members run in 10th Annual AF Marathon
Story and photos by Master Sgt. Bill Huntington

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio-- WiththevenerableA-
10 Thunderbolt I asitsfeatured aircraft thisyear, the 10th annual Air Force
Marathon took to the streets here, Sept. 16, with three present and one former
member of the 442nd Fighter Wing joining the ranks of the more than 5,000 run-
ners.

Chief Master Sgt. (ret.) Gary Fields, Senior Master Sgt. Mark Mock, Tech.
Sgt. Todd Best and Staff Sgt. Amy Cottrell started the run in the pre-dawn
hours just outside the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force.

Chief Fieldsand Sergeants Mock and Best took on thefull 26.2 mile mara-
thon, while Sergeant Cottrell opted for the half-marathon. Besidesthe full and
half marathons, the event included three and five kilometer runs. For recently-
retired Chief Fields, formerly with the 442nd Civil Engineer Squadron, it washis
sixth Air Force Marathon.

“I’ve only missed one Air Force Marathon since | started running them,”
Chief Fields said. “ That was the one that was cancelled in 2001 after the attacks
on Sept. 11.”

Sergeant Cottrell, 442nd Medical Squadron, used the half marathon to test
herself to seeif shewasready for afull marathon later. She started with the two-
hour pace team member and surprised herself by finishing the half marathon at
one hour and 50 minutes.

“1"m going to be running the full marathon next year,” Sergeant Cottrell
said, soon after crossing the finish line.

For experienced marathoner Sergeant Best, 442nd Security Forces Squad-
ron, thingswent well until the 21 mile mark. After scaling the 165 foot hill within
amileand ahalf of the start of the race, the relatively rolling level of the course
asit passed historic Huffman Prairie Flying Field, known asthe birthplace of
aviation, theflightline at Patterson Field and finally returning toward Wright
Field, troublesetin.

“| started getting leg crampsin both legs,” Sergeant Best said. “They
started getting really bad and it took meto awalk.”

Despite the pain, Sergeant Best climbed the final hill and descended back
toward thefinish line at the museum.

Sergeant Mock, 442nd Maintenance Squadron, noted that last portion of
theracewhich included the hill was particularly formidable.

“Thelast two and a half mileswere pretty hard,” Sergeant Mock said. “ You
got to the point that you were passing the walkers, but that was about it”

While each of the four reservists had different personal reasons for want-
ing to do the marathon, Sergeant Mock, had a special, more sentimental reason.

“It wasmy first Air Force Marathon,” Sergeant Mock said. “The only rea-
son | went up there was because the A-10 was the featured aircraft. I’ ve been
working ontheA-10sincel was18.”

At the conclusion of the race, during the Marathon’'s awards ceremony,
two A-10s made passes over the crowd assembled at the birthplace of aviation.

Above: Tech. Sgt. Todd Best, 442nd Security
Forces Squadron, checks his watch just before
the start of the 10th Annual Air Force
Marathon Sept. 16.

Left: Having just completed the Air Force
Marathon, Staff Sgt. Amy Cottrell, 442nd
Medical Squadron, rewards herself with a leg
massage.
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By Tech. Sgt. Mike Morrison
442nd Fighter Wing Historian

Recently | received an e-mail, explaining the expan-
sion of the Fit-to-Fight Air Force Fitness M anagement
Program from the 442nd Fighter Wing Director of Staff,
Lt. Col. Sherry Howard. Attached to the e-mail wasa
Healthy Living Program for Reserves (HL PR) Participant
Guide.

After reading the introduction to the guide, | began
thinking about the emphasis the Air Force Reserveis
placing on ensuring its fighting forceis physically ready
to meet any challenge placed beforeit.

Asamember of theAir Force Reserve | amwell
aware that fitness programs have been, in one form or
another, an integral part of the Armed Forcesfor years.

Asthe wing historian | wondered how these pro-
grams have changed over the years. To find out, | began
aquick search of past issues of the Mohawk.

| was not searching for any particular policy change
or directive from higher headquartersinsisting that mem-
bers perform a certain number of push-ups or crunches;
instead | focused on the actual event at the wing level. |
found what | was|ooking for in the November 1970 edi-
tion of the M ohawk.

Inanarticletitled“Runfor Your Life,” the anony-
mous author recounted awing “fitness run” held on Oct.
4 of that sameyear.

What struck me about the 36-year-old article wasthe
emphasis placed on the mile and a half run and what it
meant to the participants.

The article began with an admonishment that it was
the duty of all membersof the442ndto“...runamileand
ahalf at least twice ayear.”

Having established the length and frequency re-
quirementsin print, the author continued with alight-
hearted account of how wing members dealt with the
“cheery rejoinder” of an air crew encouraging their fellow
runners on to the finish.

The article ended with another admonishment to
wing members meant to spur membersto fitness; “More
consistent and persistent jogging and fast-moving can

eliminate being so badly out of shape, and help areserv-

ist keep moretrim and feel better, not to mention being
‘more ready’ to serve his country.”

Asl read thelast part of the article | was reminded of
the truth of the Latin phrase, “nihilum neophytus amo
sol.”

Thereisnothing new under thesun.
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Below: Capt. Aaron
McEwen, 303rd Fighter
Squadron, signals a
thumbs up as he
prepares to climb down
from his A-10
Thunderbolt II after
returning from
Afghanistan Sept. 23.
See related information
on pages six through

DEPARTMENT oF THE AIR FORCE

442np Freuter Wine PusLic AFFAIRS
931 ArnoLp Ave.

Whrrreman AFB MO 65305-5070

TO THE FAMILY OF:

"Welcome home to all our Air Expeditionary Force warriors.

I am very proud of your accomplishments, and firmly believe

your contributions have improved the security

of our nation and the world.”
— Colonel Steve Arthur

442nd Fighter Wing commander



